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DAREDEVIL MEETS 
DOWNTOWN DAN 

By DICK WOOD 



DOWNTOWN DAN smiled it himself in 
the mirror and patted the round bulge 
in hi* coal. He wai tall. slim and welt 
dressed in a flashy sort of way, but then every- 
thing Dan did was flashy. Ever since he could 
remember thing* had come eaiy to him and he 
had made no pretense of hiding his satisfac- 
tion to the world. Of course, like anyone e!ie 
he had had his up* and downs. Being a crook 
wasn't easy, no matter how clever anyone mw 
tt it. But of all the mobsters in the big town 
there were none who lis*ed better than he, Dan 
knew. Even the big boys were frightened of 
this dapper killer and well they might be for 
Dan believed firmly that dead men tell no 
tales. He kept at all times in hi* pocket twelve 
■mall knives. Knives that he could throw in a 
split second with uncanny accuracy. 

When he first moved in on the racket*, the 
boys had laughed at his choice of weapon. 
What chance, they reasoned, would *mall 
knives have against forty- fives and tommy 
gun*. Downtown Dan soon changed their 
minds. It only took a few gun fights for them 
to discover that Dan could penetrate a man's 
heart with a knife almost Deforc the man 
could bring up his gun. His body wa* one 
blur of speed when he went into action and 
the knives sang through the air like arrows. 
Yes, this suave killer had plenty of reason to 
be confident of his ability and that was why 
he smiled once more as he went out into the 
night and headed uptown. 

Inspector Crane frowned as he pointed to a 
row of knives on the desk before Dartderi! 
and himself. 

"There thev are, Dar*de\il „ . . six of the 
deadliest weapons I've ever seen. And each 
one has taken the life of an important man in 
the steel business." 

Daredevil picked up one ot the knives and 
studied it carefully. It wa* a hand made 
weapon delicately balanced and of no set de- 
sign. It was quite obvious that the killer had 



gone to Jjreat lengths to make sure the weap- 
ons could never be traced- It was also plain 
that the killer knew hi* business, for each 
knife, though crudely constructed, was bal- 
anced perfectly. 

"You say each one of the murdered men 
was working on a special steel formula/' 
Dorrdtril said. "A secret. I suppose?" 

Inspector Crane perked up. "Secret. 1*11 say 
it's a secret. They're discovered something 
that will give steel ten limes its normal 
strength and reduce it to a third of its original 
weight. It makes all the alloys look sick in 
comparison but the -tests aren't finished and 
these men being killed are the only one* that 
understand it well enough to complete it." 

"How many more men are familiar with 
it?" Dartdtnl asked. 

"Ten, and I'm having them followed day 
and night but that doesn't mean a thing . . . 
the last two killed were under my protection. 
also and look at what hapOptod to them. I 
tell you, Daredevil some enemy country has 
employed a native knife thrower for this job 
and he's so devilishfv clever I'm beginning to 
render what we can do about it." 

Daredevil pocketed one of the knives and 
turned to the Inspector. "I'm keeping a 
sample, if you'll give me the Itit of tumes next 
in line, I'll get to work on this ai once." 
Darcdoil took the pafn*r the Inspector 
handed him and hesitated. 

"Another thing," he said. "No island 
native could be doing this . . . someone would 
have noticed his presence by thU time. Htvr 
your men keep their eye* open for a tall, well 
dressed man." 

Far into the mgut Part-da it studied the 
list of steel men Inspector Crane had given 
him. He also studied another list that he had 
taken from the Inspector's office. A list of 
the murdered men's names together with all 
the data headquarters had been ab.le to ob- 
tain on them. There was no doubt about 



the fact that the killer bad chosen hit men 
in the order of their importance to the in- 
dustry. Tho<e *ho had been working on the 
steel development first had been murdered 
first. Thus it was that before morning broke 
Daredcul had made his plans. If the killer 
kept .to his polio- there was only one man 
that should be next, Mr. Raymond Fiske. 
Fiske had worked on the steel formula two 
years longer than the remaining others and 
had been tn the steel business for years. 

It was just 6 A.M. when Daredevil called 
the Inspector on. the phone. "Hello, Inspec- 
tor." he said wearily. "Just wanted to let you 
know that I'm covering Raymond Fiske." 

"Go ahead." the Inspector replied. "I've 
already got two men Hatching him but an- 
other won't hurt, of course." He paused a " 
moment, "by the way, Daredevil, what makes 
you so sure our killer is a tall, well dressed 
man?" 

"Don't be silly," Daredevil chuckled, "he 
would have to be tall to throw those knives 
over people's heads. Some ot the victims were 
murdered in the midst of groups of people. 
I'm sure he was well dressed or he couldn't 
have mingled as freely with the "victim*! 
friends . . . good night, or rather, good 
morning. 

If was just midnight when Daredevil crept 
up to the Fiske estate in Westchester. He 
could see a gay party proceeding through the 
large French doors and outside on the lawn 
two dirk shadows told him that Inspector 
Crane's men were on guard. A lot of good 
they'll do there, he thought. The killer, who- 
ever he was. had an inside ticket to murder 
and was sure to be with the party. 

At one of the large French windows Dart* 
devil stopped and peered inside. For ten 
minutes his eyes swept the room carefully, 
scruttni7tng everyone there. There was only 
one face that mv at alt familiar* That of 
■ tall, slender, rather good-looking young 
man. Daredevil couldn't quite recall where 
he had seen the man before, but somewhere 
in the deep recesses of his mind hi i, memory 
was stirred. 

His eyes were on Mr, Fiske now, watching 
his every move. Even a killer of the -knife 
thrower's daring wouldn't attempt to murder 
a man in the middle af such a gathering at 
this. He would wait until his victim stepped 
aside even if only for a moment, to accom- 
plish his trim*. Two doors ao the othar sida 



of the room opened onto a porch and Fiske 
was passing through these now. Daredevil 
moved softly around the house and watched 
him squash out a cigarette on the stone porch 
Mooring. Suddenly up above a nindow opened 
quietly. Glancing up Daredevil saw- the 
shadow of a man at the window. The man's 
hand moved toward his inside coat pocket 
and came out clutching several knife- 1 ike ob- 
jects. In an instant Dared oil was in action. 
He knew now who that man was inside. It 
was Downtown Dan. The man who carried 
sudden death in his inside coat pocket. With 
the grace of a panther Daredevil snatched 
up a nearby couch pillow and hurled it 
straight at Mr. Fiske' s body. As the pillow 
flew toward Ftske, three dark objects smacked 
into it and stuck. ^Downtown Dan had been 
cheated by one-tenth of a second. Daredevil 
was moving now. His slim body scaled the 
porch wall and with one leap he plummeted 
through the window where the killer had becn- 
He reasoned right that Dan would not return 
back to the party. Not when someone had 
spotted his plot and foiled it. Along a dark 
corridor Daredevil ran . . . then suddenly 
ducked low. A knife whistled through the 
air, tore off part of his shirt and slammed 
into the wall. Daredevil crouched low, then 
sprang into the darkness of the room the 
knife had come from. His body hit some- 
thing soft and a curse rang out at his shoul- 
der. Downtown Dan was no softy. He stepped 
back into the darkness and slammed two 
vicious fists at the figure before him. Off 
balance. Daredevil staggered and slipped into 
a comer. Dan's hand flickered and a steel- 
pointed knife skinned past Daredevil* sr head. 
The darkness alone had saved America's ace 
crime cracker. Another low curse, and as 
Daredevil regained his feet, Dan dashed into 
the hall. Suddenly a floor rug slipped away 
as his foot struck it and the killer crashed to ■ 
the floor and remained still. . 7 

Sometime later la Inspector Crane's office 
Daredevil banded a bloodstained knife to -tht 
inspect oa, 

"This ai the last kern t* your collection,** 
he said. "Downtown Dan was employed by 
enemr agents. When he stumbled at Fiske's 
horn* one af his own knives was in his hand 
and k want right through his heart." 

"Caii^jrou beat that,*' the inspector replied, 
"the guy was accurate with his knives even 
himscuV* 
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